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90 ASIDES ultimate initiative

“he first of its kind in the Middle
ast, the Audi Innovation Award
seeks to empower local designers with
innovative creations that can improve
the way we live.”

WKDWZHUHFRPSOHWHO\UXLQHGµ+LVÀQDOSURMHFWDWXQLYHUVLW\
centred around Beirut’s iconic Holiday Inn, open for only a few
weeks before the war began, when it became a sniper’s nest on
the green line dividing the city.
This year’s competition, the third in an annual series, had a
WKHPHRI&RQQHFWLRQVGHÀQHGE\WKHFRPSHWLWLRQDV¶EULQJLQJ
things together’ or ‘how things relate to one another’. The
competition also sought projects that utilise technology to
communicate users’ behaviour and preferences.
Hani Asfour, the architect and design entrepreneur whose
various work titles include Founder of the Beirut-based multidisciplinary collaborative design studio Polypod, and Associate
Dean of the Dubai Institute of Design and Innovation, has
facilitated the judging panel for the competition for the past two
years. This entails detailed discussion with each of the jurors, who
KDLOIURPDZLGHUDQJHRIGLVFLSOLQHVRQKRZWKHVHPLÀQDOLVWV
stack up against the rubrics of the competition.
$VIRXUVHHVFRPSHWLWLRQVOLNHWKLVDVPXWXDOO\EHQHÀFLDOIRU
Audi and Dubai in furthering their brand objectives. “From the
point of view of Audi, it positions the company as appreciative of
LQQRYDWLRQDQGGHVLJQZKLFKLVLPSRUWDQWLQWHUPVRIIXOÀOOLQJWKH
brand promise,” he says.
Supporting the competition also allows Dubai in one of its key
strategic positionings for the new millennium. The award “taps
into Dubai’s ambition to become a capital of innovation as it shifts
from being a consumer society to a producer society.”
The partnership is also one, happily, of mutual respect. “I
happen to be a total Audi fan,” Asfour gushes on a call from
Dubai. “Audi in terms of a car company is one of the very few
that totally understands the power of design. They took the Audi
ofﬁcialbespoke.com

Centre: The brightly lit, digitally manufucatured structure of the Audi Innovation Hub was
the focal point of Design Days Dubai, held in D3 from November 13th until the 16th. It
was designed by MEAN (Middle East Architecture Network), a practice founded in Dubai
by the Jordanian brothers Riyad and Hashem Joucka. The structure was built to showcase
the winner of the annual award, two vehicles as well as provide space for the four-day
programme of talks. Two rather interesting elements were the façade, which was made
of reconstitude tyres, and the furniture, which was entirely 3D printed.

77IURPSURWRW\SHWRÀQDOSURGXFWLRQZLWKRXWPXFKFKDQJH
7KLVZDVDEROGPRYHDOHDGHUVKLSPRYHWKDWKDVEHHQLQÁXHQWLDO
for many other car companies in Europe and Japan.”
Most crucially, the competition offers the opportunity to
move the needle in terms of innovation in the region. The fact
WKDWWKHFRPSHWLWLRQLVIUHHWRHQWHUOHYHOVWKHSOD\LQJÀHOG
DFFRUGLQJWRVWDNHKROGHUV´7KHÀUVWRILWVNLQGLQWKH0LGGOH(DVW
the Audi Innovation Award seeks to empower local designers
with innovative creations that can improve the way we live,” says
Carsten Bender, Brand Director of Audi Middle East. “We hope
it will inspire a new generation of change-makers in the region.”
Asfour and Soueidi report that this sentiment is a product of
the competition. “I always say that innovation means massive
change; this part of the world is really in need of massive
change,” says Soueidi. “This kind of competition gives people the
opportunity to rise and shine, because of what they can do and
what they can create.” Asfour echoes this: “it allows everyday
designers to be discovered.”
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