“Netors are like
wlhletes. You don't
relire, you gel retired "

The actor makes evil look easy. Admil it, you wanl him Lo scare you
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Designs on you

Dubai Design Week celebrales and explores
the power of design in Dubai, the wider region,
and the world
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or some, it might look like a slab
ol golden honeycomh. Others
could be reminded ol a cluster of
coral, ocean waves, or even clonds
il Dubai sky.
almost weightlessly from a streel

L Lhis

November, Fahed + Archileels” innovalive

scudding across a bwi

Rising

in Lhe hearl of Dubai Design Distr
structure will certainly turn heads. Nol
least because, on eloser inspeclion, its
golden pavilion for Dubai Design Week
is — somewhal incredibly — made oul of
bedsprings reseued from a local waste
management faeility,

“1like the laet that such a mundane

malerial can be the hero of this projec

suys its principle architeel Fahed Muajeed.

“That’s quile powerful, | think - it instils

hope thal we can conneet the coneepl ol

reevelability to the masses. But | also hope

it brings a sense ol joy.
In faet, the Abwab pavilion is shorthand

for the entire ethos of Dubai Design Week,

which celebrales and n‘\|}| s Lhe power ol

design in Dubai, the wider region and indeed
the world. Inside the pavilion is a snapshol
ol designers” work from across MENASA,
from Anjali Srinivasan’s hot glass vessels

fashioned in Dubai to Mahmoud El Dallas®

modern chairs inspired by ancient Egypt.

Abwab means ‘doors’ in Arabie, and the
whaole point of both the exhibition and the
wider lestival is that it opens evervbody's

milu|\|lli!|-|li|‘:llil | design.

“We |:-;|||_\ wanl plr Lo come inlo

conlacl with design and designers during the

week and not think they’re somehow oul of

reach,” explains Dubai Design Week's head

ol design William Knight. *Design has so

many facels — it’s aboul process, problem

solving, how you make things work betler,

why yvou interact and come into contact with

brands und buildings. 1Us important the
week has ||m!li|)||' l-u||||)l||u'lll~."

Nol least because it will reflect how Dubai
has quickly become a vitally imporlant cily in
wregion thal is inereasingly design conscious,
keen Lo pursue ereative endeavours and
also train its talent base. Majeed savs his
Dubai-based practice genuinely feels part

of a community that is always challe

aceepled norms and pushing boundaries.
Soit'll be fascinating Lo sec thal

burgeoning communily of yvoung talent rub
shoulders with the world’s best design schools
in the Global Grad Show programme. [t
showeases everything from a stylish expanding

und retraeting day bag made with plastic

Clockwise from top
laft: Apical Reform,
Ahmed Bazazo
armchair, Sukun

by Rana Hazim,
Baccarat, Sir David
Adjaye, Maysam Al
Masser
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wasle al Nithvang Technological University

to a remarkable, reptile-like electric vehicle
for mountain sporls, designed al 1'Feole de
Design Nantes Atlantique. *IUs a unique
coming logether of some of the freshest design
thinking across the world, in a very earefully
curated exhibition.” promises Knight.

OF eourse, Lhe “Squamat™ might never

actually make il o mountain ranges - it's jusl

»right now. Bul thereis a

a l'l'lll'l'l‘l ona I i
maore commercial element to Dubai Design
Week. too: Downtown Design is the connecled
Lrade show that brings a roster of established
and emerging brands in lelds such as
Turniture, lighting, textiles and kitehen design,

IU's a place Lo understand emerging trends for

2018 - quarlz or rock erystal will start Lo make

its way into furniture design, promises one

exhibitor, Timothy Oulton = and also connect

buyers and designers,

And with a huge range of workshops
aeross Lhe week and the largest programime
ol talks Dubai Design Week has ever
featuring the likes of hugely
influential archilect Sir David Adjaye

undertaken

and Pepsico’s chiel design ollicer M

Poreini = there's plenty for evervone Lo enjoy.
Including the exciling - inspirational, even

Abwab pavilion. What does Fahed Majeed
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For all DDW’s commilment
Lo the futuristic, it also
celebrates elassic design. The
humble wristwaleh gels ils
rightul moment in the sun
wilh Swiss watchmaker Rado’s
Portraits OF Design exhibition.
Showeasing a collection of
limited edition timepicees,
Lhe range of materials and
concepls are fascinaling: Sam

Amoia’s True Blaze is housed

in plasma high-tech ceramic
case, Lthe walch hoping Lo
“evoke a disco ball feeling on Lhe
wrist”. Meanwhile, Kunihiko
Morinaga’s waleh appears dark
in sunlight vet somehow, in the
absence of UV light, reveals the
craltsmanship olits skeleton.
Other highlights from the Rado

i will also be on display.

it

Ground Floor, Building 5,
Dubai Design District, November
14 to 17, 1am to 10pm; November

I8, 0am to Tpm

hope his ereation will achieve aller Dubai
Design Week is over?

“Well, the whole thing goes back Lo the
junkyard,” he laughs. “And honestly, that

muikes perfect sense. Architecture for me

vond erealing spaces - it’s aboul
cracling w ith [n-n[ﬁ:-, And
the beauly of this is thal evervthing we use

cun be reeveled.” &2
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